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without Lifting a Shovel
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Washtenaw County Michigan, 
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Susan Bryan

Miller Avenue Rain Gardens, Ann Arbor

Master Rain Gardener class

Washtenaw County Water 
Resources Commissioner’s 
Office

UofM Nichols Arboretum 
Harvard bioinfiltration area



Benefits Rain Gardens Get Built

Google Maps



Benefits Rain Gardens Get Built

Last year



Benefits Rain Gardens Get Built

Total



Fishing Lessons Teaching the MRG Class

Susan Bryan & Shannan Gibb-Randall



Program Goal:

• Make vegetative infiltration the norm for 
landscaping practices in Washtenaw County

Today Introduction



Giving Fishes Away Designing Rain Gardens

Cost

$2,500 worth 
of design for 
each garden.*

*not including staff time.



Giving Fishes Away Designing Rain Gardens
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We start 
designing rain 
gardens with a 
$100K
MDEQ Grant

Self-funded



Fishing Lessons Teaching the MRG Class

design

dig

mulch & plant



Photo by Susan Bryan

Fishing Lessons Teaching the MRG Class



Number of Rain Gardens Built in 
Washtenaw County
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We start 
designing rain 
gardens with a 
$100K
MDEQ Grant

Total: 380

Online Rain 
Garden Class 
begins with a 
$100K MDEQ 
Grant

80 Rain 
Gardens 
built last 
year!

1st Master 
Rain 
Gardener 
class



Photo by Susan Bryan

Master Rain Gardeners are peer educators

Fishing Lessons Teaching the MRG Class



Giving Fishes Away Designing Rain Gardens

Rain Garden 
Champions

Jan Wolfe, rain garden champion



Number of Rain Gardens Built
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Rain Garden U 
begins with a 
$100,000 MDEQ 
Grant



We Taped It So you don’t have to . . .

Funding by:



EMU Family Housing

Ann Arbor City Hall

Burns Park rain gardens

Introductions Shannan Gibb-Randall



Fishing Lessons Building Community



You can offer it too Tips & Lessons Learned

1. Recruit 
knowledgeable hosts.

2. Offer a Field Trip

3. Keep in touch and 
celebrate their 
success & continued 
growth as leaders. 

Photo by Linda Prieskorn, M
R

G



Recruit knowledgeable Hosts

You can offer it too Tips & Lessons Learned

Photo by Linda Prieskorn, MRG



Offer a field trip

Photo by Linda Prieskorn, MRG

You can offer it too Tips & Lessons Learned



Keep in touch & 
celebrate their 
successes

You can offer it too Tips & Lessons Learned

Graciela Rubalcava, MRG Photo by Susan Bryan



You can offer it too Tips & Lessons Learned



Rain Gardens in Washtenaw County



(Gardeners)

We are here!



Conclusion Master Rain Gardener Class

Photo of Lake Superior by Lisa Moutinho, Washtenaw County

“I find myself driving/walking and looking 
for houses that need rain gardens!”

“With the class, I feel confident. But I 
would not have tackled this project 

without taking the class.”

“Great class!!“

-Student feedback



Conclusion Master Rain Gardener Class

Funded by:

Let’s partner!
Access the class on YouTube

Master Rain Gardener
And send me a note

Photo of Lake Superior by Lisa Moutinho, Washtenaw County

Susan Bryan
Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office
bryans@ewashtenaw.org



Giving Fishes Away Designing Rain Gardens
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