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Source:  Cleveland Museum of Art



Doan Brook Enhancement Project

• Rockefeller Park 
and Cleveland 
Cultural Gardens 
Historic District

• Permitting
– Emphasis on wall 

replacement
– Protection of 

contributing trees
– Liberty Oaks



Ohio Historic Preservation Office Review

• Within 1,000 foot buffer of 
project site:
–23 Historic Properties
–3 National Register Listings
–7 National Register Boundaries
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Liberty Oak Trees



Section 106 Approach
• Literature Review
• Review data with historical 

consultant - Lawhon
• Identified potential concerns
• Held Pre-Application call with 

SHPO & USACE
• Conducted Phase I Cultural 

Resources Survey
• Provided all information to 

USACE with NWP application



Phase I Cultural 
Resources Survey

• Area of Potential Effects (APE)
• The entire project area was 

found to be disturbed
• No archeological resources 

were identified
• Neither sandstone walls or 

contributing trees were 
identified in the National 
Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) nomination form









2018 Rock Haul



2018 Rock Haul



2018 Rock Haul 
Induction Ceremony



April 2019



Current site photos

Remaining Sandstone



• Stripping topsoil for an access road led to the 
discovery of a “foundation and railroad track”

• Contractor stopped work in the area immediately 
and the Construction Supervisor notified the 
Project Manger

• Lawhon was onsite the next day, and had already 
determined it was likely roque courts based off of 
a historic Hopkins Atlas

The Discovery!







Lynn, MA

Norwich, CT

Photographs from Spalding 1906



What is roque?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3sq3-ikAgc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3sq3-ikAgc


Modern Day Roque References

• 1960s:  Last publication of rule updates
• 1972:  Less than 500 active players in U.S.
• 1977:  Steven King’s The Shining

–Jack Torrence’s use of a roque mallet

• Today:  Still going strong in Angelica, NY!













1933 Hopkins Atlas of Cleveland





Unanticipated Discovery Approach
• Notified SHPO and USACE by phone as soon as we knew what 

we were looking at
• Followed up with an email and photolog
• Lawhon drafted a post-review discovery letter explaining what 

was found, what the significance was and what we proposed to 
do

• Documented and photographed the findings
• Preserved a portion of the roque court and delivered it to SHPO 

for their Ohio Champion of Sports Exhibit
• Amended the MOA





Ohio Champion of Sports Exhibit 
Ohio History Center 



Lessons Learned

• Incorporating historical materials into new 
construction is difficult

• Reserve some consulting budget for 
unanticipated discoveries during construction



Kristen Buccier
buccierk@neorsd.org

Sarah Rehner 
rehners@neorsd.org

Thank You!

Source:  2008 Carswell, J. “Odd Structures at Forest Park Review 
‘Game of the Century’.” Shelbyville Daily Union, Shelbyville

Illinois. January 12.
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